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• Oct. 1  31  Ferrari Farms Fall
Festival, free, Ferrari Farms, 4701 Mill
Street, Reno, 7759973276.

• Nov. 10  Gershwin’s Magic Key,
Family Concert, free, Reno Phil,
Pioneer Center for Performing
Arts, 12 p.m.

• Oct. 5  31  Slaughter House, Greater
Nevada Field.
• Oct. 13, 20, 27  Youth Plein Air
Painting, Erik Holland, classes for artists
ages 814, $45 members/$60 nonmem
bers, Sierra Arts Foundation Gallery.
Sign up: https://www.signupgenius.
com/ go/409044AA9AC23AAFA7youth.
• Oct. 16  31  Andelin Farm Fall
Festival Pumpkin Patch, Tuesday
through Saturday, $7  $12, 8100
Pyramid Way, Sparks, 7755308032.
• Oct. 25  27  Nevada Day
Celebration, Carson Street,
nevadaday.visitcarsoncity.com.
• Oct. 25  Linda Ronstadt, 7:30 p.m.,
Pioneer Center for Performing Arts.
• Oct. 26  Wild Erotic Ball, 9 p.m.,
Silver Legacy, presented by WILD 102.9,
$40, $45 day of event.
• Oct. 26  The Ultimate Queen
Celebration, starring Marc Martel,
8 p.m., Atlantis Resort.

• Nov. 10  98˚ at Christmas, Silver
Legacy, 8 p.m.
Gershwin’s Magic Key, Nov. 10, Pioneer Center.

• Oct. 27  Reno Pops Superheroes,
7 p.m., free, Pioneer Center for the
Performing Arts.
• Oct. 30  Michael Jackson  A Thrilling
Tribute, 7 p.m., Grand Theatre, Grand
Sierra, Reno.
• Nov. 2  Diana Krall, 9 p.m., Grand
Theatre, Grand Sierra, Reno.
• Nov. 2  Be A Good Little Widow,
Restless Artists Theatre, 295 20th
Street, Sparks. Also Nov. 3, 4, 8, 10, 11,
15, 17, 18, see times at rattheatre.org.
• Nov. 3  Rod Stewart, live, Reno
Events Center, 8 p.m.
• Nov. 3  World of Dance Live Tour,
Reno Ballroom, 8 p.m.

• Oct. 26  27  South Lake Tahoe Food
and Wine Festival, Harrah’s Lake Tahoe.

• Nov. 3  4  Classix Series  Captivating
Characters, Reno Philharmonic
Orchestra, Beriloz, Bruch and Brahms,
Pioneer Center for Performing Arts.

• Oct. 27  Night Ranger, 7:30 p.m.,
Harrah’s Lake Tahoe, South Shore
Room.

• Nov. 4  Paula Abdul, Reno Ballroom,
8 p.m.

• Oct. 27  Annual Freakers Ball, 8 p.m.,
MontBleu Resort Casino & Spa Lake
Tahoe.

• Nov. 8  10  Off Beat Music Festival,
Reno music venues, $49  $119,
www.offbeat.com.

• Oct. 27  Freak Show Halloween
Party, LEX Nightclub, 10 p.m., Grand
Sierra, Reno.

• Nov. 9  Celtic Thunder, Silver Legacy,
8 p.m.

• Nov. 15  17  Fall Dance
Festival, UNR, Redfield Proscenium
Theatre, Church Fine Arts, 775784
4278.
• Nov. 16  Jan. 6  The Unbelievables
Christmas Extravaganza, Eldorado
Showroom.
• Nov. 22  Scheels Turkey Trot, walk or
run at Sparks Marina, 8:30 a.m., $25 
$60, 7753537898.
• Nov. 23  Lindsey Sterling, electronic
violinist, Reno Ballroom, 8 p.m.
• Nov. 30  Rodney Carrington, Silver
Legacy, 8 p.m.
• Dec. 1  2  Spirit of the Season,
Pioneer Center for Performing Arts.
112/1@ 2 p.m. & 7 p.m.; 12/2@ 2 p.m.
• Dec. 7  9  Nutcracker, Pioneer
Center for the Performing Arts, Laura
Jackson conducting Reno Phil.

Nutcracker.

• Dec. 14  16  Noel the Musical,
Pioneer Center for Performing Arts.
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Baby Boomer Mary Liveratti is Retiring
as AARP Nevada State President
by Connie McMullen

A

fter six years as AARP Nevada State President, Mary
Liveratti is retiring from the post. Liveratti helped
champion numerous statewide initiatives during her
term, pushing the concerns of aging adults and people with
disabilities to the forefront of community issues.
Liveratti is a former Deputy Director of the Nevada
Department of Health and Human Services. Prior to the post,
she worked for the Nevada Aging and Disability Services
Division over 24years.
Of her term as State President, Liveratti said the scariest time
was speaking before a national audience of 7,000 AARP mem
bers, and collaborating with NASCAR Sprint Cup Champion
Jeff Gordon and the AARP Foundation to end hunger among
older adults in America.

Reflecting on her time served,
Liveratti learned, “We can make a
difference no matter what our age is.
The future is ours, no matter the communi
ty, there is not a better time to live.”
AARP Nevada has participated in numerous initiatives since
Liveratti was named State President. Among them the 2018
“An Investment in Hope” in which AARP Brain Health funded
a $60 million investment in the Dementia Discovery Fund to
disrupt dementia by supporting research. In 2015, AARP’s
Public Policy Institute launched the AARP Livability Index, a
resource that allows people to determine how well their com
munities are meeting their needs.
In 2013, AARP held a member event in Las Vegas titled Life
Reimagined, to help people adapt to an age of possibilities,
and in 2012 it teamed up with the AD Council to launch a
series of public service ads to encourage people to find
resources at the online AARP Caregiving Resource Center.
In 2011, AARP’s Protect Seniors Campaign helps spare Social
Security and Medicare benefits from budget cuts in a grass
roots effort, and with AARP support President Obama signed
the Patient Protection & Affordable Care Act into law
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Outgoing AARP Nevada State President Mary Liveratti at
the 2018 Andrus Awards, October 11, 2018. Photo Connie McMullen

enabling millions to enroll in health care insurance, some for
the very first time.
This year AARP turned 60years of age, a tribute to founder
Ethel Percy Andrus, a Los Angeles High School Principle who
wanted to see older adults volunteer, continue to be produc
tive in their community, and live out of poverty. Andrus
blazed the path to real possibilities. One of her favorite say
ings was, “To serve, not be served.”

ooks

B

Janet Ross

FIVE GUYS WHO WRITE

C

oincidentally, all five authors have
surnames beginning with the letter
“b”  Barry, Bragg, Branch, Bryson and
Buck. All have in common the ability to
laugh at themselves and, with their writing,
to induce more than a few belly laughs for
the reader.
Heading the list, Dave Barry is one of the most prolific and
varied. He began his writer's career in journalism, but has
branched into fiction, music, and film as well. Considered pri
marily as a humorist, one of his latest books is a tribute to his
home state of many years, Florida.
“Best.State.Ever” takes a look at the wild and crazy side of
Florida. You can expect clever titles from Barry; his first was
“The Taming of the Screw”. He stepped into the Millennium

with “My Teenage Son's Goal in Life is to
Make Me Feel 3,500 Years Old – and
Other Manly Insights from Dave Barry”.
Barry's newspaper humor columns are
available in several collections; again, the
titles are indicative of hearty laughs 
“Boogers Are My Beat” was published in
2003. His novels are great fun as well and
one, “Big Trouble”, was made into a
movie in 2002. Barry has received the
Best.State.Ever
Pulitzer Prize for Commentary and the
by author Dave Barry.
Walter Cronkite Award for Excellence in
Journalism. If you've never read him and need a laugh, do
grab one of his books.
Rick Bragg is a little younger than Barry and a Southerner
through and through. Born in Piedmont, Alabama, Bragg grew
up in Possum Trot, Alabama. He writes mainly about his fami
ly, but also has a background as a journalist and won a
Pulitzer Prize for his work for the controversy surrounding the
Cuban boy, Elian Gonzalez, while working
at the Miami bureau of the New York
Times.
Bragg's best books (in my opinion) are
centered on his family. His autobiogra
phy, “All Over But the Shoutin'” details
the times and trials of his Alabama child
hood with an absentee alcoholic father
and the efforts of his mother to keep
three boys in food and clothing. Bragg's
newest book is a tribute to his mother,
All Over by the Shoutin’
and includes many of her recipes (”Best
by Rick Bragg.
Cook in the World: Tales from My
Momma's Table”). Even though there is sadness in Bragg's
family stories, there is humor, too. Bragg is well worth getting
to know.
Michael P. Branch is a local writer, a professor of litera
ture and environment at UNR, who lives
high on a mountain northwest of Reno.
Married, with two young daughters,
Branch approaches the Great Basin
Desert with an awareness of its dangers
and inherent beauty. He is often at his
best when recounting the misadventures
of living on the edge of total wilderness,
Local writer
especially as he interacts with his daugh
Michael P. Branch.
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ters. Unafraid to laugh at himself, Branch
is the author of four Nevada chronicles:
“The Height of Our Mountains” (a collec
tion of nature writers), “Rants from the
Hill”, “Raising Wild – Dispatches from a
Home in the Wilderness”, and “How to
Cuss in Western: and Other Missives from
the High Desert”. If you have never ven
tured into Nevada's desert regions,
Branch is an excellent guide to read by
Author Bill Bryson.
way of introduction.
Bill Bryson has long been one of my favorite writers. As a
traveler he can be both funny and cranky. As an educator, his
scope is always broad and fascinating. Although born in the
United States, Bryson has spent many years living in Great
Britain; he even holds honorary doctorates from eight British
Universities.
Bryson tells the story of his Iowa childhood in “The Life
and Times of the Thunderbolt Kid” and the book is one of his
funniest. “Notes from a Small Island” recounts his early years
in England. More fun is on tap with “A Walk in the Woods:
Rediscovering America on the Appalachian Trail”  read the
book and skip the movie. If you are in the mood for all kinds
of information, Bryson has written “Bryson's Dictionary of

Generations
Troublesome Words”, “A Short History of Nearly Everything”,
“Shakespeare: The World as Stage”, “At Home: A Short
History of Private Life”, and “One Summer: America, 1927”.
His latest book is the delightful “The Road to Little Dribbling:
More Notes from a Small Island”.
Rinker Buck is our fifth guy writer. He,
too, began his writing career as a journal
ist. Buck was one of eleven children born
in New Jersey to an eccentric publisher
father. His first book, “Flight of Passage”
tells the story of his 1966 crosscountry
flight with his older brother. Because of
their ages, 15 and 17, the flight from New
Jersey to California was a record achieve
Writer Rinker Buck.
ment. “The Oregon Trail: a New
American Journey”, lets us ride along in a wagon pulled by
mules as Buck travels with another brother to recreate the
original Trail. Both of Buck's adventures are a pleasure to
read.
All five guys will be found on the shelves of local libraries,
in bookstores and online. They are well worth your time.
Smiles and laughter are guaranteed.
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THE ARTS
“Support a thriving cultural community! Get involved!”
Carol Foldvary-Anderson

“Creating Beauty-Inspiring Joy!”
varyCarol.com

Reno Blues Society

Roy Rogers - slide guitar virtuoso.

T

wentyfive years ago you may have been hearing, feel
ing and dancing to the Blues in Reno. Well today the
Reno Blues Society is still reveling the culture, history
and diversity of blues music though education, music venues
and participation in community events.

This summer, The Reno Blues Society celebrated th big
milestone and brought to town slide guitar virtuoso, Roy
Rogers and the Delta Rhythm Kings. Roy and his band played
for the first dance in August of 1993.
Hosting three dances each year and a pub crawl of sorts,
participation in the BBQ Brews and Blues and other Blues fes
tivals and events in the area keep the organization on beat!
Monies received through dances and community events go to
their Music Scholarship programs helping young musicians
further their music education.
Each of the dances scheduled throughout the year have a
theme and purpose. October 20th at the Hidden Valley
Country Club is the Halloween Dance, an annual fundraiser
for local Veteran causes. March 5th, 2019, look for their
Mardi Gras Dance, which also holds a Silent Auction. The
Spring Dance is the fundraiser for the Blues organization.
In late December /early January you will see the members
participating in an annual community service project recycling
Christmas trees on behalf of the Keep Truckee Meadows
Beautiful project held at Rancho San Rafael Park.
With over 175 members, the Reno Blues Society is always
looking for new members, volunteers and occasionally board
members to help run the 501(c)3 organiza
tion. The Reno Blues Society is run by volun
teers, no paid staff. Visit their website at:
www.renoblues.org. President Jamie Klund
can be reached by phone at 7758482590
with questions that can’t be answered on the
site.
Carol FoldvaryAnderson/varyCarol
Award Winning. Artist/
Designer. Arts Educator .
Published Illustrator. Author.
Calligrapher. Photographer.
Innovator of the Oil Pastel
Smudge technique.
http://www.varyCarol.com

Dancing at Mardi Gras 2018.
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http.www.MakeArtYourBusiness.com
art@varycarol.com 775.721.5338

THE WRIGHT WAY TO TRAVEL
By Lauren and Ian Wright

Transatlantic
Darlings All,

R

ecently, we breakfasted on the terrace
the first morning warm enough to dine
alfresco here at 5,000 feet in the moun
tains of Reno. I sipped my Earl Grey, trying to
ignore the voice of a television news anchor
wafting through the open French doors, droning
on endlessly about our President’s latest dilem
ma. With the media constantly telling us the sky
is falling, my spirits had sunk so low, I’d begun
to feel like a dead fish cast upon a lonely beach
and left to the mercy of the wind and tides.
Those of you who follow our chronicles will
remember that Lauren is never happier than
when her well shod feet are treading the
Promenade Deck in the ocean swells, breathing
in the zephyrs of the sea. That particular cocktail
of salt air and diesel fuel is more intoxicating
than anything mixed up with ice in a silver shaker and served
in a long stemmed glass. Daydreaming about swanning down
an ocean liner’s grand staircase, swathed in something sinu
ous and beaded was the only thing keeping me from sinking

Lauren Aboard

into a dreadful lassitude and taking no further interest in life.
Just when it seemed I was neck deep in the soup with no
hope of striking for shore, our agent called to say he’d booked
Ian on Celebrity Reflection’s transatlantic crossing where Ian
would lecture about his book, On The Brink Of Fame, Pop
Stars In The Swinging 60s, available on Amazon.com (forgive
the shameless plug).
With all immediate worries becoming increasingly evanes
cent; my thoughts were consumed with packing which I con
sider one of life’s greatest joys. Even though the airlines now
charge for even one checked bag and economizing is fashion
able if not downright necessary – I simply refuse to scrimp on
luggage.

Celebrity Reflection

A few years ago I told you about some spiteful wag at an air
port checkin counter who looked askance at my excess bag
gage saying, “In this economy, you should be ashamed or at
least afraid to travel with so much Vuitton.” Looking at her as
if she were a two headed monster, I resisted the desire to say,
“Let them eat cake.” You see; I had been collecting the
Vuitton since the 70s and persuaded myself to believe the
nicks and scratches, small rips and gouges gave it a patina of
age that bespoke travels around the world. Now  close
scrutiny and an honest introspection made me admit the
beloved luggage just looked old and worn out, quite similar to
(Transatlantic page 29)
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GOOD TASTE

Brewer's Cabinet Brewing Facility
Extends Hours for Dock Sales

B

eer
enthu
siasts
can now buy
their favorite
beer directly
from the
source dur
ing brewery
dock sales.
Starting this
fall, The
Brewer’s
Cabinet will be
offering special
extended hours to the public for their popular dock sales now
occurring every Friday, from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m., as well as
Saturdays & Sundays 12 p.m. to 6 p.m.
The Brewer’s Cabinet is a brewpub designed to create

fresh, exciting and unique beers; including the historically sig
nificant Tahoe Beer series. Flagship beers are Tahoe Blond,
Tahoe Pale Ale, Tahoe Amber Ale, Dirty Wookie Imperial
Brown Ale, and Dragon Punch IPA. The new dock sales hours
will be featuring single canned beer starting at $2, cases of
beer starting at $24, and kegs starting at $65.

The Brewer’s Cabinet at 475 S. Arlington Ave., Reno.

Guests can also grab a burger with a beer.
With a small kitchen and brewery onsite at
the restaurant located on historic California
Avenue in Reno, and a newly developed tast
ing room located directly next door, The
Brewer’s Cabinet provides a fresh and local
menu for customers with an emphasis on
quality ingredients that pair superbly with
the brews. The Brewer’s Cabinet serves sal
ads, burgers, sandwiches, BC Wings, entrees,
desserts and sides. Open for lunch and din
ner. The
Brewer’s
Cabinet is
located at
475 S.
Arlington
Ave., Reno.
Hours:
11 a.m.
11 p.m.

Visit the Brewery, sample your
favorite beers, and meet the brewers.

The Brewer’s Cabinet Brewery: is located
at 8565 White Fir St., Reno, NV 89523
Visit www.thebrewerscabinet.com.
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GOOD TASTE
By Anne Vargas

Café Jacqueline ...
across the Sierras
but worth the trip

A soufflé is a baked egg-based dish which originated in early eighteenth-century France.
It is made with egg yolks and beaten egg whites combined with various other ingredients
and served as a savory main dish or sweetened as a dessert.

W

e have been hearing about,
walking past and peeking into
tiny Café Jacqueline in the
North Beach area of San Francisco for
years, promising ourselves that someday
we would go there for dinner. Well
“someday” finally arrived, prompted in
large part by Jonathan Kaufman’s article
Anne Vargas
(some of which is excerpted here) about
owner chef, Jacqueline Margulis.
Still at the helm at age 82, Jacqueline has been whipping egg
whites into savory and sweet soufflés since 1979 when, at the
age of 45, she took over a shoe repair shop and opened what

she intended to be a small coffee house/patisserie with occa
sional light fare. However, her soufflés were in such demand
she rapidly realized this was what Café Jacqueline was des
tined to serve. Soufflés. And she makes every one of them
herself, by hand.
Orphaned when her mother died in childbirth, Jacqueline was
raised in a convent in the Bordeaux region of France where
she learned to cook. Subsequent chapters in life eventually
led her to San Francisco. For the past 39 years, she has been
whipping up egg whites in an ohsoFrench copper bowl with
other authentic utensils and bowls around her, including one
of those massive old fashioned wooden bowls.
(Café Jacqueline page 26)
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Café Jacqueline / from page 25
see that the room hasn’t changed and the
waiters haven’t changed and the chef
hasn’t changed and the food hasn’t
changed and the salad dressing hasn’t
changed. And it’s still great.”

Chef Jacqueline Margulis of Café Jacqueline in San Francisco.

The café is delightfully intimate with only 24 seats and the
treasured staff is small. Spending the evening there with
them, we knew we were witnessing something special.
Matthew Weimer, the wonderful head waiter (complete with
handlebar mustache) greets everyone at the door the
moment it opens, politely declining entry to anyone without
the necessary reservations. He has been there since 1994;
the second waiter, (“the new guy”), has been there for seven
years but the prep cook has been with Jacqueline since she
opened in 1979.
Not much has changed since then; the walls still a pale green,
the scuffed wood floors that were scuffed when she excavat
ed them from underneath a concrete shell. “That’s the thing
that people love,” says Weimer, “…to come into the room and

The soufflés are savory and sweet and
there are delightful first course options
while you wait. I was so tempted by the
Escargot but …didn’t. The spectacular
French Onion soup is legendary; the salad
options all have the same wonderful vinai
grette. Dinner
is an event,
requiring time
to savor and
enjoy every
thing about the
experience; not
the place to go
if you are in a
hurry. With
every soufflé
being created
by hand as it is
ordered (which
is what makes it so special) there is no such thing as mass
assembly. That means you are there for several hours.
Delightful hours.
A quick search on the inter
net for Café Jacqueline pro
duced a profusion of raving
endorsements from patrons
describing their dining expe
rience in glowing terms,
everyone being certain the
soufflés they ordered were
the best. Even though we
thought we knew what we
wanted after reading those
reviews, it was still tantaliz
ing to peruse the menu; I
counted seventeen options
for entrée soufflés and six
for dessert. We nibbled a
basket of wonderfully warm
and freshly baked bread
while finalizing our decision.
My husband ordered the
Soup du Jour (Roasted
Tomato that night) while I
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opted for the Butter Lettuce salad. We shared the Gruyere
and the Fresh Strawberry soufflés, each serving two. There
was a bit of “discussion” about the strawberry vs. the choco
late vs. the lemon or the Grand Marnier but what we were

She is fond of saying “two more years.” Customers some
times ask the waiters what will happen when she leaves.
Weimer’s reply, more resigned than complacent. “It’s like a
soufflé. It’s there and there and then it’s gone.”

served was so extraordinary I can’t imagine anything being
better.

It took us far too many years to stop talking about eating
there and actually do it. It will not take us long at all to go
back.

A visit to the restroom takes you past the miniscule kitchen
where she greets you with a twinkling smile. There is no Café
Jacqueline without Jacqueline. Her age is not apparent and
certainly doesn’t hamper her. She clearly loves what she
does, but one wonders how much longer she will continue.

Café Jacqueline
1454 Grant Avenue.
5:30 – 11 p.m., Wednesday – Sunday
4159815565
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Homeward Bound  The Farewell Performance
of Legendary Artist Paul Simon

L

egendary songwriter, recording artist and per
former Paul Simon played his final concert in a
Farewell Tour in the borough of Queens,
where he spent his formative years.

On September 22 at Flushing Meadows Corona Park,
Simon and his band brought the stage a stunning, career
spanning repertoire of timeless hits and classics, as well as a
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unique selection of songs the artist had selected for
this onceinalifetime show.
Paul Simon's Homeward Bound  The Farewell
Performance was the first major concert event at
Flushing Meadows Corona Park in decades. Simon
donated all personal netproceeds from the event to a
previouslyselected cause, which will be announced at
a later date.
Homeward Bound – The Farewell Performance was
a celebration of a renowned touring career that began
in the 1960s and coincided with his artistic journey as
a songwriter and recording artist through the present
day. Simon said of the final show, "It seems more like
fate than coincidence that I should do the final show
on this final tour at Flushing Meadows Corona Park. I could
have ridden my bike from home to the park in about 20 min
utes, when I was a kid. But this is less a goodbye than a
farewell. Thank you all for the ride, I had a great time."
This past February, upon the announcement of his
Farewell Tour, Simon wrote the following letter to his fans:
“I've often wondered what it would feel like to reach the
point where I'd consider bringing my performing career to a
natural end. Now I know: it feels a little unsettling, a touch
exhilarating, and something of a relief. I love
making music, my voice is still strong, and my
band is a tight, extraordinary group of gifted
musicians. I think about music constantly.
Sadly, we lost our lead guitarist and my friend
of 30 years, Vincent N'guini, who died last
December. His loss is not the only reason I've
decided to stop touring, but it is a contributing
factor. Mostly, though, I feel the travel and
time away from my wife and family takes a
toll that detracts from the joy of playing. I'd
like to leave with a big Thank You to the many
folks around the world who've come out to
watch me play over the last 50 years.’
After this coming tour, I anticipate doing
the occasional performance in a (hopefully)
acoustically pristine hall, and to donate those
earnings to various philanthropic organiza
tions, particularly those whose objective is to
save the planet, ecologically.
Once again, I am very grateful for a fulfill
ing career and, of course, most of all to the
audiences who heard something in my music
that touched their hearts.”
— Paul Simon  February 5, 2018

THE WRIGHT WAY TO TRAVEL / from page 23

YOUR LEISURE
above the floor. It would take several
pages to describe the wonders of the
Reflection, a truly a spectacular ship.
More information at www.celebrity
cruises.com
We especially loved ambiance of the
Martini Bar with its aquamarine
colour scheme backlit frosted glass
walls and ice frosted bar top. With
several different specialty restau
rants to choose from, we favored
The Opus, main dining room where
old Hollywood glamour meets a stun
ning contemporary design composed
of a symphony of white and silver
highlighted by a dramatic, twostory
glass wine tower and a fabulous glass
staircase down which to make a
grande descente!

Ajaccio Corsica

the reflection in that beastly 10x mirror on my dressing table.
Without a backwards thought, I got out the sewing machine
and scissors, tore the luggage apart and used the best bits to
line the trunk of the Jag, then bought quantities of new lug
gage. If only the visage was as easy to refresh as the luggage.
After much flurry of rolling and folding, amidst drifts of tissue
paper and accompanied by my long standing packing sound
track – Harry James and Helen Forrest, we arrived at the pier
with six pieces of the new navy and brown crocodile luggage,
fur coat over my shoulders and a sheaf of white lilies on my
arm. To me the pier is one of the most exciting places on
earth. The stevedores shouting, expectant looks on every
one’s faces, taxi’s honking, boats hooting and drays filled with
stacks of luggage all lovingly packed with well thought out
wardrobes. All this a prelude to 14 days in the lap of luxury
where the only serious decision you have to make is where to
dine. I always like to stop for a moment at that point on the
gangway where it abuts the ship. There’s a narrow aperture
though which you can see the water below and the immense
wall of the ship rising up out of view. This will be your last
glimpse of land life for eight days, then you step onto the
golden embrace of the ship, the whistle rents the earth with a
deafening blast and the giant vessel heads out into the
Atlantic swells.
If you will take the word of one who would not deceive you,
the Reflection is vast, breathtaking and surprisingly unique for
a mid priced line. Every public room is lofty and extraordinary.
The Library soars to the height of two decks overlooking a
several deck high atrium with banks of glass elevators and a
live Ficus tree in a giant gimbaled planter suspended 50 feet

Formal nights have been abandoned
and replaced with “Evening Chic”. I do
miss seeing everyone in formal evening dress and especially
miss wearing the beaded gowns I mentioned earlier. During
the day almost everyone was dressed in ultra casual clothes
more suited to beach holiday than a transatlantic crossing. In
the evenings, most make the effort to look their best and
while their idea of evening chic is my idea of what to wear for
shopping and luncheon…..well!
Typical cruise ship extravaganzas interspersed with brilliant
headliner entertainers perform in the gargantuan Celebrity
Theatre where Ian’s lectures were a huge success  so much
that he had to repeat them all. His finale performance was
his personal biography of Paul McCartney, “The Genius I
Know”, the last picture of Paul, 20 feet high on a soaring
screen. As the closing song, Hey Jude started, many people
came up on stage to sign along…“Ian’s Beatles Choir”.
Celebrity’s Beyond The Podium speakers are a big draw for
transatlantic passengers. Over 1,000 people per month apply
for the positions. This voyage, our dear friend Melinda Bates
gave fascinating talks about her eight years in the Clinton
White house as a special advisor to the president, and Jim
Kennedy from NASA regaled us all with behind the scenes sto
ries of space exploration.
After a smooth eight day crossing of the Atlantic from Fort
Lauderdale, we entered the Mediterranean with port calls at
Malaga where I was happy to see shaded snakeskin shoes are
back in style (since the early 1990s) and in all the shops. In
Cartagena we maundered the cobbled streets, popping in and
out of beautiful shops selling exquisitely made men’s clothing
at reasonable prices. Ian bought a truly gorgeous linen blazer
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10 euro taxi fare to any of the Eternal cities attrac
tions.
We’ve been to Rome so many times yet neither of us
has bothered to see the ancient monuments since
the 1990s. Pondering on the fact that life is fleeting
and we may never again see the monuments, I
quashed my natural snobby instinct to avoid any
thing touristy and braved the incredible seething
mass of humanity at every location. Even so, the
Coliseum is undergoing massive restoration and the
efforts are quite amazing and definitely worth see
ing!

Baths of Caracala

in Mediterranean blue for 129 euros. Barcelona was as usual
far too crowded with four massive cruise ships in port. We
spent the day on the Boardwalk lined with shops and cafés
that runs along the seaside and only a short taxi ride from the
pier. Most cruise passengers spend the day swarming on Las
Ramblas or seeing the Gaudi architecture so the Boardwalk is
blissfully quiet, with locals building extravagant sand castles
on the beach, relaxing in cafes or just promenading.
Our favourite port was Ajaccio, Corsica which aside from
being the birthplace of Napoleon is the quintessential
Mediterranean port with a fantastic yacht marina, and
enchanting villas along serpentine cobbled streets overlooking
the white sand and turquoise sea. Since Corsica is part of
France, the shops were dependably filled with chic clothes
and divine shoes. I bought a pair of Loding of Paris, velvety
suede loafers in periwinkle blue for 135 euro.

One day we spent hours walking though the seem
ingly endless and glorious Borgehese Gardens fol
lowed by a truly nonpareil lunch at Harry’s Bar on Via
Veneto. Sadly most of the formerly divine shops on
Via Veneto are closed, having relocated to Via
Condotti. We spent hours lingering at Café Tucci on
the Piazza Navona admiring the beautiful architec
ture surrounding the square and listening to a mar
velous string quartet playing near the fountain. Each evening,
it was heaven retuning to the quietude of Villa Pepoli after
the crowds in Rome.
Our final evening we sauntered along the Via Condotti, admir
ing the shop windows of every famous jeweler and designer.
It was like the adverts in Vogue magazine coming to life. As
the sun was about to set we worked our way through the
hoards on the Spanish Steps and made it to the top, just as
the sky was streaked with orange and purple, the bells in mul
titudes of church towers began to ring and the nightingales in
the umbrella pines were singing. The perfect end to a fabu
lous voyage!
Villa Pepoli9 .Via di Villa Pepoli #9. 00153 Rome
www.pepoli9rome.com. Info@pepoli9rome.com. +39 06 933
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The voyage ended at Civitavecchia  the port for Rome
which is located about 90 minutes from Rome city centre.
Celebrity provides transfer coaches direct to Ostiense
Station which we think is by far the easiest way to get
into the city. This time we stayed at Pepoli9 which is a
villa with six suites all beautifully decorated in contempo
rary black, white and silver with touches of purple.
Breakfast is included and served in your suite. Lunch, tea
and dinner are served on very pretty Villory and Boch
china in the bijoux “Living Room”.
Pepoli9, which overlooks the extensive ruins of the Baths
Of Caracalla, is located in an extremely quiet leafy neigh
borhood filled with mansions and embassies surrounded
by vast crumbling walls, behind which peacocks screech.
It’s a half an hour easy walk to the Coliseum and about a
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